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Technical Details

Running Time

49 Minutes 15 Seconds

Digibeta

16:9 format


PAL

One Line Synopsis - Jammin’ in the Middle E


An Arab-Australian  family is caught between two cultures in this rollicking  tale of rap, cars, comedy  and finding  romance in Sydney’s little  Lebanon.

One Paragraph Synopsis - Jammin’ in the Middle E


An Arab-Australian  family is caught between two cultures in this rollicking  tale of rap, cars, comedy  and finding  romance in Sydney’s little  Lebanon.

Naima and Ishak are sister and brother from a Muslim family in Western Sydney. Ishak is a part time rapper who dreams of being a gangster but fails miserably at every turn.  His sister, Naima, usually ends up bailing him out.

Ishak and Naima’s dad, Said, is a stickler for the ways of the old country but  his kids are caught between two cultures.  

Ishak hatches a plot with his sidekicks to steal his own car for the insurance.  The plan goes pear-shaped and things look increasingly grim - especially when  the rap battle that Ishak organises to raise some cash is double booked with a traditional Lebanese wedding.  

What next for Naima and Ishak?

One Page Synopsis - Jammin’ in the Middle E


An Arab-Australian  family is caught between two cultures in this rollicking  tale of rap, cars, comedy  and finding  romance in Sydney’s little  Lebanon.

Naima (19) and Ishak (27) are sister and brother from a terribly nice, but awfully conservative, middle class Muslim family in Western Sydney. Ishak is a car-crazy, dreamer who lays about his parent’s home fantasizing on winning street races against his arch-rival Sharief and of being the world’s greatest rapper.  

Naima on the other hand is going to university and is sick of rap, tired of the boys having all the dreams and sick and tired of the car-cult that dominates her brother’s and his friend’s lives. Naima’s ambition is to break from her traditional role of pampering males and putting food in her family’s mouths while loosening the paternal clutches of her loving but over protective father, Said.

Ishak’s dreams and Naima’s ambitions, however, are suddenly put to the test after Ishak decides he can repair his clapped out street racer by winning an illegal car race. Ishak’s in way over his head with Sharief and his intimidating gang and, as usual, Naima feels duty bound to come on board to try to dig her brother out. 

Ishak is forced to seek help from the local car mechanic, Rafi. But Rafi knows Ishak only too well and refuses to be involved until he catches sight of Naima. Naima catches sight of Rafi too, but the last thing she, or indeed her father, wants, is for her to become romantically involved with a car mechanic.

Rafi can’t fix the car but he can make a deal to have a rap battle between Ishak and Sharief’s boys instead of the race. A deal is struck to use Said’s wedding reception hall. The trouble is, no one’s bothered to ask Said.

Rafi and Naima’s budding romance, Ishak’s ongoing battle with Sharief and Said’s determination to come to grips with his children’s lives in Australia all collide in a frantic comedy of errors that plays out during a rap battle, at a traditional Lebanese wedding reception hall, in downtown…Bankstown. 

How the film came about …

In April 2003, Producer Enda Murray began drama workshops with 23 young people from the Arabic community in  Bankstown where they drew on their own experiences to create characters and short stories. Experienced film director Kim Mordaunt  and veteran scriptwriter Howard Jackson then joined the project and developed this raw material into a rollicking TV drama script.

Despite having no previous acting experience, the young people then became the acting stars in the ensuing film production. On the strength of the rough cut , SBS and the federal and state funding agencies came on to provide the financial support to finish the film. Principal actors - NOMISe, Julie Kanaan, Matuse and a whole bunch of locals gained invaluable acting experience - and an insight into the film business along the way.

Cast member Susan Chamma said about her experience making the film “when this film started I realised that I wasn’t the only Leb or wog who was into this kind of stuff … who was into making films or trying to make a difference in your community and it made me feel proud.”

Local rapper NOMISe plays Ishak. “The  character I play, Ishak, it’s a journey for him, he starts off being very confused. I think he’s a very naïve kinda young man who’s just going through that stage of manhood. Learning to take responsibility for himself … he’s got aspirations but whether he can stay out of trouble long enough to reach those aspirations I don’t know. “

Another local rapper, Matuse, plays the mechanic Rafi, the love interest in the story. “Me and the character, Rafi, we are similar in a sense that he knows the streets … and I can relate to that because I’ve been on both sides of the fence … He’s similar to me but he ain’t as beautiful as me! “

For Julie Kanaan this is her first major role.  “ I play a character called Naima. She’s a university student and she has a lot of expectations from her family … basically she wants her freedom. I identify with the character … we’re quite close actually. I find that I can bring a sense of realness to the character which is good.”

Director Kim Mordaunt said: “most films start with a script and then look for a cast but we started with the participants (almost all non actors) and built the film around them. They used comedy and irony to reflect on their lives, which made for very endearing characters in a time where there is much negativity towards our Arabic community. Howard Jackson, the writer, was the perfect person to create an ensemble script that takes the music and pulse in their lives and compact it into a rollercoaster short feature. To accommodate the participants we shot during the school holidays in a lightning fast shoot with great momentum and energy, which is I think is brought to the screen.”

BIOGRAPHIES

KIM MORDAUNT





DIRECTOR

Kim Mordaunt is a writer and director with a very bright future. He completed a BA in Film and TV Production at UTS (University of Technology Sydney) and studied acting at LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) in the early 90’s.  He then directed an impressive swag of documentaries and drama including Survival  (1997), about the Survival day concert and Copyrites (1998) about copyright infringement of Indigenous art, both for SBS. The award winning Speed City (2001), about crazy bike couriers in Sydney followed in 2000, and then Mongrel’s Ghost (2002), a short drama set in a psych hospital which was invited to several prestigious international festivals. Kim has also directed the Lonely Planet travel show, Six Degrees (Berlin) - sold to 27 countries.  Jammin’ in the Middle E is the first long form drama that Kim has directed which brings together his skills as a documentary and drama director. He is currently shooting and directing a film for ABC, “Bomb Squad” about a Lao and Australian team working along the Hoi Chi Min trail in Laos cleaning up the massive aircraft bombs left from the CIA’s “Secret War”. He also has two feature films in development, Snap and Mount Warning, that are being developed with assistance from the Australian Film Commission and NSW Film and TV Office.

ENDA MURRAY 






Producer
       

Enda Murray is an award winning filmmaker with 20 years experience in program making having worked in Ireland, England, Europe, USA and Australia. Educated at Trinity College Dublin and St. Martin's School of Art in London, he has written, produced and directed several drama and documentary programs which examine the relationship between communities and popular culture. These include Sound System about Jamaican sound systems in Birmingham for Central TV in 1994, Gaelic Girls about Irish women emigrants playing Irish rules football in Sydney in 1997 and Reel Irish about three generations of Irish dancers in Britain in 1998. With his own production company, Virus Media, he originated and co-produced Road, an award-winning drama made collaboratively with young Aboriginal people in Sydney (Road was presented to the French government by the Australian Federal government as part of the Baudin cultural bequest in 2002). He also produced an on-line youth arts portal for young Palestinians and has written and produced three radio documentaries for ABC Radio Eye - Earthdreamers, about a travelling techno music circus, Wired Palestine about the use of the internet in the Middle East Conflict and Dereb – a profile of an Ethiopian musician living in Sydney. 

Enda Murray has also produced a companion documentary Habibi Jammin  which looks at issues of representation for Australian Arabs which arose during the making of Jammin’ in the Middle E . Both projects are supported by the Australian Film Commission, New South Wales Film and Television Office, Australia Council for the Arts and NSW Ministry for the Arts and will screen on SBS TV in February 2006.

Joel Peterson                                                                              Director of Photography

Joel Peterson is one of Australia’s most experienced DOP’s with a long list of drama and documentary credits to his name including Until the End of the World with director Wim Wenders in 1990, The Custard Series for Film Australia in 1993 and the Diplomat (following Jose Ramos Horta during the bloody independence of East Timor) in 1998. Joel has a solid background in documentary shooting which was particularly useful given the “documentary” feel which director Kim Mordaunt thought was right for this project. His work has won awards at major film festivals around the world including Australia’s AFI, Milan and Silver Screen in the USA.

Principal Cast Bios

NOMISe

NOMISe is a writer/rapper/actor/director who was “born in Palestine and raised in the United States of Australia”  His experiences growing  up in the tough confines of South West Sydney inform his creative work. 

NOMISe came to the attention of cutting edge theatre company Urban Theatre Projects in 2003 and excelled in their productions of Mechanix, Short and Sharp and Plaza Real. In that same period he was a regular on Channel 31 in Sydney which led to him producing, directing and hosting a one hour hip hop show called NOMISe TV which focused on the Sydney hip hop scene and demonstrated NOMISe’s musical and performative talents.

As well as appearing on John Safran V God in 2005, NOMISe directed and performed  in a live  performance with five other artists for the Sydney Powerhouse Museum’s Beirut to Baghdad project which combined traditional Arabic music with hip hop. He has continued to develop his theatre skills, recently appearing in Back Home for Urban Theatre Projects at the Sydney Festival 2006. As well as developing his own talents, NOMISe continues to pass on his skills to young people with his educational hip hop workshops. His debut album is due for release later in the year.

Julie Kanaan

The last born of eight children, Julie was her parents’ “Princess” who would “fill the large space between these walls”.

Even from a young age, Julie had a highly developed sense of the creative. A versatile writer, Julie wrote prolifically in her school years: many of her poems published locally, nationally and internationally. Her theatrical debut was as a marionette puppeteer in The ‘Three Magic Creatures’.

In 2001, Julie was Young Woman Finalist in Australian Arabic Communities Council Award and was awarded a one-year ATYP Musical Theatre Scholarship. Also in 2001, Julie received the Order of Australia Association’s Commendation Medal. In 2002, Julie was Semi-Finalist of the prestigious National Australia Day Council’s Young Australian Of The Year Award.

A singer/songwriter, Julie has written many songs and is working toward releasing an album. 

Julie has just become a mum in 2006

Matuse

Born in 1985, Saamer Elali (Matuse) of Lebanese background, got into Hip-Hop music at an early age. He also loved acting and wanted to pursue a career in both but living in Bankstown, Sydney he never believed  this could be a reality. 

 

Starting out making mixtapes with his cousins and brother, giving them out in the local areas, his rap name was Matuse...which was an acronym for Mission Against The Ultimate Satanic Entity and Main Aim To Understand Saamer Elali....

 

In 2004 he recorded his first album with Wizard Ave, a friend from the United States. It was called Ghetto Spokesmen volume one and was sold locally and in Indiana and Chicago thru the streets and local stores. Later that year they started performing at clubs to push the album and were seen by a management and  promotions team to whom they are now contracted , and are currently recording music to be showcased to major distribution labels. Aside from his music Matuse always believed that you have to create options and opportunities for yourself, especially with the odds of racism that he has felt all his life. So to him, education was important. He studies Journalism at UWS and has started an internship with the Daily Telegraph. He will continue to pursue a music career and is keenly awaiting his next acting opportunity.

Fadl Abdul Hay

Born in 1950 in Tripoli Lebanon, Fadl studied Religon, Philosophy, Theatre, and Laughter and worked on over 20 theatre productions in Lebanon as a professional actor and stand-up comedian aswell as a floor, lighting and music manager. 

After migrating to Australia in ’72, Fadl wrote several episodes for SBS Radio, and was a Master of Ceremonies for many Lebanese functions. Since his early days in Australia, he has continued his work, performing stand up comedy around Sydney, on the Comedy Store television program and has appeared on all the commercial TV networks. He has also worked as an announcer and producer at 2000FM and 2ME, aswell as continuing his passion for theatre, performing in many Lebanese plays and directing and producing seven other theatre productions.
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